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SUBJECT: SADAT ON ARMS TO SOMALIA 

1 . DURING MY MEETING WITH SADAT, JUNE 20, IN ALEXANDRIA, HE 
MENTIONED EGYPTIAN ARMS ASSISTANCE TO SOMALIA. HE ASSERTED THAT 
THE VALUE OF SUCH ARMS TOTALLED $13 MILLION. HE WOULD GIVE US A 
LIST OF THE ARMS PROVIDED, IF WE WISHED. 

2. SADAT RECALLED THAT IN RESPONSE TO SIAD BARRE’S INITIAL REQUEST, 

HE HAD SENT A SHIPLOAD OF ARMS. SUBSEQUENTLY, THE SOMALI PRESIDENT 
HAD PRESSED FOR MORE URGENT DELIVERIES. HENCE, HE HAD BEGUN AN 
AIRLIFT, USING THE C-130S BOUGHT FROM US. BECAUSE OF THE ALL- 
PERVASIVE SOVIET INFLUENCE IN SOMALIA, SIAD BARRE HAD ASKED THAT 
THE ARMS FLIGHTS LAND AT A "SECRET AIRBASE" IN SOMALIA. THIS HAD 
BEEN DONE. SADAT VOICED INCREDULITY THAT THE SOMALI PRESIDENT 
WOULD HAVE TO RESORT TO SUCH A RUSE. 

3. SADAT NOTED HE HAS ALSO ASSITED MOROCCO AND 
MAURITANIA IN PROVIDING ARMS. HE CALLED HIMSELF A 
"POOR MAN" IN VIEW OF EGYPT'S DIFFICULT ECONOMIC POSITION, 

YET HAVING TO FACE ALL OF THIS. AS HE HAS ON 

PREVIOUS OCCASIONS, HOWEVER, HE ASSERTED "I FEEL THIS 
IS MY DUTY AND I INTEND TO CONTINUE TO DO SO." THIS 
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WAS THE ONLY WAY THE SOVIET THREAT TO MODERATE AFRICAN 
REGIMES COULD BE COUNTERED. 

4. ETHIOPIA AND LIBYA, HE REITERATED, ARE THE CURRENT 
SOVIET SURROGATES FOR THIS PURPOSE. THROUGH THE 
MEDIUM OF TOGOLESE PRESIDENT GENERAL EYADEMA, WHO HAD 
RECENTLY VISITED EGYPT, HE HAD SENT WORD TO QADHAFI 
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WARNING THE LATTER THAT IF ANY CUBANS WERE ENCOUNTERED 
UTILIZING SOVIET-PROVIDED EQUIPMENT AGAINST EGYPT OR 
EGYPT'S INTERESTS, HE WOULD VIEW IT AS AN ACT OF WAR 
AND COUNTER IT WITH FORCE. 

5. HE HOPED THAT PRESIDENT CARTER WILL TAKE THESE 
FACTS INTO ACCOUNT IN MAKING HIS OWN CALCULATIONS OF 
ASSISTANCE TO EGYPT. 

6. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH SADAT AT NO POINT SPECIFICALLY 
REFERRED TO HIS EARLIER REQUEST FOR U.S. ARMS FOR USE 
IN COUNTERING THE PUTATIVE SOVIET THREAT TO MODERATE 
AFRICAN REGIMES, THIS WAS CLEARLY ON HIS MIND. HE 
TWICE REPEATED HIS OFFER TO GIVE US THE LIST OF ARMS 
HE HAS SENT TO SOMALIA. I DELIBERATELY DID NOT TAKE 
HIM UPON THAT OFFER LEST BY DOING SO HE INFER SOME 
KIND OF AN OBLIGATION THAT WE SHOULD PROVIDE SOME 
SUBSTITUTE ARMS. IF DEPT WISHES, HOWEVER, I AM SURE I 
CAN READILY OBTAIN THE LIST FROM HIM. WE WILL HEAR MORE 
OF THE EGYPTIAN APPEAL FOR U.S. ARMS IN THE AFRICAN 
CONTEXT. 
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